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FEATURED RESEARCH

Below, we highlight recently completed research related to cervical barriers and female
condoms. Peer-reviewed publications from these studies are also included in our online
bibliographies.

CERVICAL BARRIERS

 

A randomized crossover study evaluating the use and
acceptability of SILCS Diaphragm compared to vaginal
applicators for placebo gel delivery

Randomized crossover study

Location: Durban, South Africa

 

This study evaluated the use and acceptability of the SILCS Diaphragm compared to standard
vaginal applicators for delivery of a placebo vaginal gel. This is a foundational step before
evaluating additional questions such as feasibility and acceptability of service delivery scenarios
for the SILCS Diaphragm as either a microbicide delivery system or a contraceptive diaphragm.

In this crossover study, 115 female participants were randomized to use the SILCS Diaphragm
with placebo gel (delivered by applicator into SILCS cervical cup) for five sexual acts followed by
use of vaginal applicators for five sexual acts to deliver placebo gel directly into the vagina, or
vice-versa. The vaginal applicators in both study arms were of the same design. The use and
acceptability of both methods of gel delivery were assessed at four follow-up visits in total (two
visits per method, after first use and fifth use). Women completed a coital log at home that
gathered data on experience after use of each method. A sub-sample of male partners (n=20)
were interviewed to gather issues of partner acceptability of each method. These interviews were
conducted after completion of their partner's last visit. A sub-sample of male and female
participants were also asked to participate in focus group discussions on completion of the
crossover study. Participants were recruited from the Commercial City Reproductive
Health/Primary Health Care (PHC) Clinic in Durban, South Africa.

  
This study was launched in September 2014, and the clinical portion of the study was completed
in January 2015. Results were shared at international conferences in 2016, and a manuscript has
been submitted to share the study results more broadly.

  
This study was funded by USAID via the Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH),
and was implemented by MRU (MatCH Research Unit).
Related presentations:

Beksinska M, Smit J, Maphumulo B, et al. SILCS Diaphragm as an MPT: new data from South
Africa. 14th European Society for Contraception (ESC) Congress, May 2016. Basel, Switzerland.

Beksinska M, Smit J, Maphumulo B, et al. SILCS Diaphragm as a multipurpose prevention
technology: An Acceptability study comparing SILCS Diaphragm and standard applicators to
deliver vaginal gel in Durban, South Africa. 21st International AIDS Conference, July 18-22,
2016. Durban South Africa.

 

Postcoital barrier effectiveness study of the SILCS Diaphragm with Contragel

Phase I PCT study, multi-center, randomized crossover, nonsignificant risk
 Location: United States and Dominican Republic

 

Clinical guidelines recommend that diaphragms be used with a contraceptive gel to increase
effectiveness. Most commercially available contraceptive gel products contain nonoxynol-9 (N-9),
and are only available in developed countries. Products with N-9 are no longer recommended for
use in countries where women are at risk of HIV (see the WHO guidance or RHTP fact sheet on
N-9). Alternative contraceptive gel products that do not contain N-9 are needed for use with
diaphragms, especially for women in countries where N-9 products are no longer available, or for
women who cannot or do not want to use N-9 gel.
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Contragel is a lactic acid based contraceptive gel product approved in Europe for use with
cervical barrier products such as diaphragms and cervical caps. It has CE Mark certification and
has been marketed for nearly 20 years primarily in Europe, where it has a good safety and
acceptability profile. Since 2013, Contragel also has been marketed as Caya Gel for use with the
Caya (SILCS) diaphragm in more than 25 countries. Contragel has not been submitted to the US
FDA for market approval.

 

In 2012, CONRAD evaluated Contragel safety in animal studies. No safety concerns were found.
This laid the groundwork for a clinical study in humans. CONRAD then evaluated SILCS used
with Contragel in a postcoital study of barrier effectiveness. This study compared effectiveness in
preventing sperm from penetrating midcycle cervical mucus of each of the following scenarios:
SILCS Diaphragm used with 3% N-9 gel; SILCS Diaphragm used with Contragel; and SILCS
Diaphragm used with no gel. 

 
The study was launched in late 2014 and completed in August 2016. Twenty-seven women were
enrolled into the study and nine women completed all test cycles. Results suggest that SILCS
with Contragel appeared to function as well as SILCS with the marketed product N-9 in
preventing progressively motile sperm from reaching mid-cycle mucus.

A manuscript was submitted to a peer-reviewed journal in early 2017.
  

The study was implemented by CONRAD at Eastern Virginia Medical School and by Profamilia in
the Dominican Republic. The study was funded by USAID.

 

Health systems and market opportunities for SILCS as a barrier contraceptive in India

Health systems assessment
 Location: Delhi, Mysore (Karnataka), and Rajasthan, India

 

This assessment explored opportunities and challenges for future introduction of the SILCS
Diaphragm in India. The study team interviewed 22 national stakeholders in Delhi and seven
state-level stakeholders in the state of Karnataka, including family planning/sexual and
reproductive health providers and members of NGOs. They also conducted focus group
discussions (FGDs) with potential SILCS users. Additionally, this assessment explored
perceptions among potential end users. A total of nine FGDs were conducted in Karnataka and
Rajasthan. FGD participants included urban and rural women who were either married or in a
relationship; female sex workers; and male partners and clients. Using a systems perspective,
this assessment characterized issues and attitudes that will need to be considered when planning
for future introduction of this non-hormonal barrier contraceptive in this context. This
assessment outlined the regulatory pathway, potential service delivery scenarios, target
audiences, and communications and training materials needed to support future introduction in
India. Market research has been implemented in India separately to supplement findings from
this health systems assessment about potential target markets and to inform potential
introduction strategies.

 
The health systems assessment was conducted in November 2012-March 2013. Results from this
health systems assessment were presented at the European Society for Contraception meeting
in Lisbon in May 2014. In 2016, PATH created a Project Brief summarizing key findings.

 
This assessment was conducted by Ashodaya Samithi of Mysore in Karnataka state, India, and
Katharine Shapiro, a reproductive health consultant, in collaboration with PATH. This assessment
was funded by USAID.

Related publications:

Shapiro K , Roy A , Reza-Paul S , Gupta N, Kilbourne-Brook M , Coffey PS. Is SILCS Diaphragm
an appropriate method for women in India? The European Journal of Contraception and
Reproductive Health Care. 2014;19(1):S117-S118. Available at:
http://informahealthcare.com/doi/pdf/10.3109/13625187.2014.894779.11

Poster: http://sites.path.org/rhtech/files/2014/06/FINAL_SILCS-poster_ESC_23April2014.pdf

PATH. Feasibility of SILCS introduction in India (Project Brief) September 2016:
http://www.path.org/publications/detail.php?i=2648

MRU. Expanding Contraceptive Options for Women:the SILCS Diaphragm. Policy Brief. June
2016.

 

Health systems assessment of SILCS diaphragm in South Africa as a multipurpose
prevention technology

Health systems assessment
 Location: South Africa 

 

This assessment explored opportunities and challenges and country readiness for future
introduction of the SILCS Diaphragm in South Africa, both as a barrier contraceptive and as a
multipurpose prevention technology when used in combination with a microbicide gel. The
assessment, implemented by MatCH Research Unit (MRU) of Durban, South Africa, began with a

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7uaKSK7GusZq8g2OY3yEYzaRKYG0eQ9D9XcrBFYITEAp0AfFlopSxi4fUZYCSqrpvX5x5EZE59vSb09IvFdsBrNWUp6EIJqn9UL-Stky42xGy3Z5eQ7cJtNc0SGWlAqiKpEChFDArt-UgTFfoCJjm-QeWOGIWKrWx-g-zTFElShpEpqW_gAQsUKjE3x0T0mJ2tqXdW7T3v_xPG-m3gRYfsGVMGA01NNlz12kOdLyvzJVX-jzErkKLz7p-s5IrZAJqfc2NVc6h8HfITNB3VdMvNMPha__yqP-NVOFDbx0yvB7A=&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7uEQPziGTqe5T2Agho9_4LHfJjCXRiarV6gIWDXsXA1XC8Mp1FBf2zFKiCUgqv1fhz3IzDJSnu_Z-jpL1wmk19AxnNbVPf5En2xxbS7LILftjjf8XcAL3jHw-alFMi25seFT3NpW55ZvHAH13TVBowvvuHKAMQyb70fMNxtIH1wxy824yJtBafAydrUp0V0pBqZH4DX5Mbdw5epcXSsXuw62mt4iILe-ymXSioAI1owfoDDRw7U9yQ3hCl9Puw0Zo7GgX32mTJwfJ2SNCke7dxgHNsGint5hUN6Jn7oQGlrPEr5t1WcX5I6U-hlZnStph_&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7uHfs-3SMCwfePP5nMtXzwUI02F6g8hHaLaJtntYXaYrYkwGjjlkmDDiLH_3ybrtcwvi3CxB2tG24_2QUgrZbFyJ3hgfa-Yv3yXiWQ1ArvxZp8CZk1Lq18bal4jtr5ZyhE_NvSIkfitEPRkVKnkaFAtvMDppDAwy23pNgSNTQtuOtSsuCysJ9A_l9VE83Khtw2EYICuo0sQqmS-gBa5A4XmOb_Srsx99DMjwSsC8AAO-xUcTMRpamkwgggaAykvMSMRl4cc2HXRvvlv_sB3JgpFw==&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
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desk review of policies that would need to be considered for SILCS introduction. The policy
assessment determined that the current policy environment is enabling for SILCS introduction,
the newly revised contraception policy and guidelines promote choice, and dual protection is
encouraged in several policies.

  
The health systems assessment was comprised of stakeholder interviews, facility assessments,
and focus group discussions (FGDs) with potential users. MRU conducted 31 interviews with
stakeholders such as policymakers, program managers, regulatory authorities, service providers,
pharmacists, training managers, health center staff, NGO staff, and advocacy groups. They
conducted seven facility assessments across public sector clinics, NGO service delivery sites, and
tertiary education health center to explore feasibility of integrating SILCS distribution into
current programs. MRU then conducted 24 focus FGDs (17 with women and seven with men).
Using a systems perspective, this assessment characterized issues and attitudes that will need to
be considered when planning for future introduction of the SILCS Diaphragm in South Africa.
MRU presented findings from this health systems assessment at a meeting with key stakeholders
in the HIV and sexual and reproductive health fields in November 2013 and developed
recommendations for next steps. Market research also was implemented to supplement findings
from this health systems assessment about potential target markets and to inform potential
introduction strategies.

  
The policy landscape review was finalized and distributed in March 2014. MRU presented
preliminary results from the assessment regarding SILCS as a multipurpose prevention
technology at the International Family Planning Conference in Ethiopia in November 2013.
Results from the FGDs also were presented at the R4P (Research for Prevention) in October
2014. The report from this assessment was finalized in 2016, and a project brief is available
online. This assessment was funded by USAID.

  
Related presentations and publications:

SILCS in South Africa: Opportunities for introduction as a barrier contraceptive and as an MPT.
International Conference on Family Planning, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, November 12-15, 2013.

  
Introduction of the SILCS Diaphragm as a multipurpose technology in South Africa: Potential
users, perceived benefits, and barriers to use. R4P Conference, October 2014. 

  
Desktop review of the policy, research, and regulatory environment in South Africa relating to
future introduction of the SILCS Diaphragm as a nonhormonal barrier contraceptive and reusable
delivery system for microbicide gel for HIV prevention. PATH Report. March
2014. http://sites.path.org/rhtech/files/2014/06/FINAL_SILCS-desk-review_24March2014.pdf

MatCH Research Unit. Assessment of opportunities and challenges for potential introduction of
the SILCS Diaphragm in South Africa. October 2016 (Full report and abridged report versions
available). http://www.path.org/publications/detail.php?i=2660

PATH. Feasibility of SILCS introduction in South Africa (Project Brief). September
2016. http://www.path.org/publications/files/DT_silcs_hsa_sa_br.pdf

FEMALE CONDOMS

Potential distribution channels for the Woman's Condom
in China

Market assessments

Location: Multiple sites across nine provinces in China

As part of the Protection Options for Women (POW) Product
Development Partnership (PDP), PATH and partners in China
implemented market tests to explore uptake and acceptability

of the O'Lavie Condom (Woman's Condom) across various market segments from 2012-2014.

Female condoms are a new product in China. They are not currently included in the national
family planning program or HIV prevention programs, and few women or men have seen or
heard of female condoms. Female condoms have been evaluated primarily in studies focused on
sex workers. To explore public and commercial sector opportunities for the Woman's Condom in
China, research partners have implemented five market tests to assess uptake and acceptability
of the Woman's Condom across different market segments in nine provinces in China. These
included: 1) unmarried youth/factory workers at Marie Stopes International (MSI) clinics in three
cities, with MSI; 2) married couples/general population at family planning centers in Beijing
(urban) and ten villages in Guangdong (rural), with the China Population and Development
Research Center and China Contraceptive Supplies Administration; 3) married couples/general
population at family planning centers in three cities, with the Shanghai Institute of Planned
Parenthood Research; 4) female sex workers in three cities, with the Beijing Union Medical
College; and 5) HIV discordant couples in Sichuan and Hunan provinces, with the National AIDS
Control Center (NCAIDS).

The methodology for each market assessment was developed by the local research partner in
consultation with PATH. In all studies participants were asked to report on use over several
months.

  
The Woman's Condom was well accepted by women/couples across all target groups, with
58%-89% of the participants across the market tests expressing willingness to continue use, and
10% reporting liking it very much. The MSI market study generated particular interest by the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7uTN0368nHfR0CRbH9vi3kZ1kg0meibMlB_G88Kw8MgYfS0EczEFlt_YjL5L7OgHtLLiTi8W-X0Oe4bGPtln9BK4vIuexqu8SHtTMitd4QuQCQBBgCEd5rQpkaPJF2dOlOD_1aHGQWbGokgSbXdt5V9wLR3fhFgYtqo93UjZH8IH19Erlj0bWbr8JXbfeNMJ7V4zRQsB9XIx-RZdAFhWAqZt1OS5v-hoXs3qqUKTqoQCy9RnVS-9QCmgyQz0ekfu6Lx5JB-nd4yMXYnTWsJsE_BcDPy85blTFhUESHWxyydS7Jg7iO7-NzPZOqv-wnMOcg&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7uTr683P3p34rWkvuFpvHEcgmNOmkOQPL7TqgemnSOU4tS6pG0j_MT2jCPMu-Z09F_IciMGKEfbNv2WYh1kGt1EQ95yHwWj5aI2Y61085Fb_Pqs7TEF-zamLsqOcUihVlm8KlaVC3ezCzS0cqK-i1cZNui0J2snbAN7_11bQvxxAWSnMroB8AC3XbTQxVZvG6F2DxATOaim5GIGOZgbDlFBnbpIJHJ1I95BgdvEFI3HfrgYnR9v93lunhGa6ri5betd1PYxEI0yf3NgPLX5wSjSg==&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7uBOX_odL4UWg-Vub9F9U6sJAVwQ17UPuA_njy8s0qLKxbanJBb--WPLeJmfBQRomYY0CPQ2WqG21i0IHjdy6GfgC7Z6QUv96IKZQd4ie9bTsDIpSj4C1ijhUnVO-Il7PbXg_m2uwV74Jef8jrZ_a1SL25Qtk7wiNrH2GZ16x9BQXi4e5fIg9aOqdFg07muAHq04cDdbuQr_8uYxUTwYhwbvf7fxLYD7vbW1WnqWuINbc9QheNuYn9uLyi_F8fMFVKfFgJdfIJglZ4aGEKvn7TnbSVLd_zTTsX&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
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family planning stakeholders, since the MSI clinic reaches target groups not well covered by
government clinics. The NCAIDS study showed that including the Woman's Condom into
outreach services for sero-discordant couples helped increase levels of protected sex and
reduced the reported levels of forced sex. Health providers and family planning managerial staff
at various levels were positive about introducing this new contraceptive method. Results from
the market tests were shared with family planning and HIV stakeholders and provincial and
district levels decision makers at two stakeholder meetings in late 2014.

The POW PDP was created to promote sexual and reproductive health, including the prevention
of HIV/AIDS, by expanding access to the Woman's Condom. The POW PDP was supported by
funding from the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 2011 to 2015.

Related publications and presentations:

Kilbourne-Brook M, Coffey P, Nundy N, Zhang L. Woman's Condom-Testing Market Strategies in
China. Panel: "From innovation to impact: The road map for new contraceptive introduction."
International Conference on Family Planning, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, November 12-15, 2013.

PATH. Introducing O'Lavie Woman's Condom to China: expanding dual protection options. (Final
report from POW PDP Market tests in China)

https://issuu.com/powpdp/docs/wcchina-english-12.31.15

 

Potential distribution channels for the Woman's Condom in South Africa
 Market assessments

 Location: Multiple sites across two provinces in South Africa

As part of the Protection Options for Women (POW) Product Development Partnership (PDP),
PATH and partners in South Africa implemented market tests to explore uptake and acceptability
of the V Condom (Woman's Condom) across various potential market segments.

MatCH Research Unit implemented four market tests between August 2014 and July 2015. Data
were collected from 119 women and 78 men who were potential and actual V Condom users
(male and female students, male factory workers, and female and male sex workers) to assess
uptake and acceptability across multiple distribution channels (a tertiary health service center a
factory, and two nongovernmental organizations). This prospective evaluation included initial
awareness-raising and distribution of currently available and V condoms to those interested.
Baseline data collection included a quantitative survey and two focus group discussions. After
one-month follow-up, V Condom use data were collected through self-completed condom logs
and SMS text messages, four focus group discussions, and three inventories and in-depth
interviews with three site coordinators.

Results:
The quantitative results indicated high V Condom usage during the study period. Most sex acts
were protected, with participants using more V Condoms than male condoms or other female
condoms. Many participants reported preferring the V Condom over male and other female
condoms. Ideal distribution channels included tertiary institutions, factories, government
facilities, pharmacies, shops/supermarkets, schools, entertainment places, and tuck shops.
Factors influencing preferred distribution channels were ease of access, convenience, operating
hours, users' previous experiences, and peer influences. Most participants were willing to pay for
the V Condom due to the perception that paying ensured a quality product and that free
products are not as trustworthy.

Conclusions:

There is a non-public-sector market for V Condoms in Durban, and some women and men are
willing to pay for the V Condom at a price approaching the estimated market price. This novel
mixed-methods approach to understanding consumer interest in a new female condom provided
data relevant for both programmatic planning and future market introduction.

During the same time, WISH Associates of Cape Town, South Africa implemented a six-month,
multi-phased market test among female and male students at two tertiary institutions:
University of Cape Town and False Bay College. This assessment included awareness raising and
educational activities with various university partners, and free distribution of V Condom and
other female and male condom products on campus. Feedback about product positioning, key
messages, ease of use, and uptake relative to other condom products was collected via focus
group discussions and SMS messaging.

The POW PDP was created to promote sexual and reproductive health, including the prevention
of HIV/AIDS, by expanding access to the Woman's Condom. POW PDP was supported by funding
from the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 2011 to 2015.

Publications:

Smit J, Mosery N, Pillay L, Beksinska M, et al, A Mixed-Methods Evaluation of Potential
Distribution Channels for the V Condom in South Africa. International Journal of Women's Health
and Wellness. 2015, 1:2; pp1-8,

https://clinmedjournals.org/articles/ijwhw/international-journal-of-womens-health-and-wellness-
ijwhw-1-007.pdf

PATH. Introducing V Condom to South Africa: Expanding the female condom market. (Final
report from POW PDP Market tests in South Africa)

https://issuu.com/powpdp/docs/wcsouthafrica-12.31.15

RESOURCES

Updated bibliographies

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7u8uaIKkdj1tt-nVnQG9vTP9JD6wZXBNoch-qF7akpp2qwh2SWshUMJ1xqhCxQ1QFBeMCoJ3HmU4S8ytbKTUwa-pkLXb6sNVM90mq2-LS85CWViR6t1ahSZCBU_8PMRc_sqxRnWMfEq4hB2l-mCkddPXXWIgptVaHggwqUpkr6XOW_4P7K0wkwMWr02yJkOpPJYMElpFYsRr3pDKyqBAW2sadoIBVWTWzhL9r_Sz5hSlMG567-Yv74F9RQcVpuja6KZo_c7axRdneo4erGcvNUEw==&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7u6nDab36Pah-a5X_gYUgGvLlQ8aiIjfUtVy48sB1I2Gr6nvQA_jkAKdIw8_zNk9SyGvmQFLHSsghgQtkjsgqoG3tT1U95xXmvSE0vC8XpF6HETsJnx4rDWOZDtJfDEMftcNw08YktykrAuJfxdUqzMxu-c5aSLoXHaEkngugZPt2d1OsiL5BUo8Dl0j1AAipxbJvpXrvXZ5MCoZbs7QXyu7bQKr1XwjGjmL4slHjaRR_2yUgxyLdU2BlwwE_nizSA64rZyo0V0ibihZUp4_bpv90CJe65CtLrIZCJgvNk4FyJJq1NcLlJuqVV4nCpXDqfVZyXs7d_kFfi1dYXMqbkVEUktti0kf6K&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001OR2ojb3xRmFntMXNJBT5Xk8hmCjAtNtXjjrav3pu4JwwZy3UBLiRf1keIF8Fyj7uDKYlXrf8IF_qlo5Mts0TVzBrVLumB5gnIx5qGpErxZx536xSKhdqfQfRyWUxsGYSaLNMmnNFH7BXW48J5rUEA7pW9_hffV-OmisEep5eerGyQXnDE9kKw2JKnYpt--80qRZ9dYPy6jbtXXTWu9k4LLTL7A4Oc_Ng0XLn-2O0Ezr2_joZhD0B4nLt6hvYnDk3HA8R-_-YBZSAsSYt4Df35rAm145-cLAb_ztO1KHcnyPC8LPccpz919juflFNfztuXfyWaRzYWfEIroE3IO7FKw==&c=r0LC9Zd-EtkdliorfSeLmdnlFkXKqoxncAGuJD1zXjYfPrqKy546BA==&ch=Ch8QrKF8ijXY5gvFfF_lIhqSZGY358Qmcyq9kJflHdrDrfU1d9UwIw==
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Bibliographies of published peer-reviewed research on female condoms, diaphragms, and
cervical caps are available at the links below. We have included research published before April
1, 2017 in this update. If there are relevant publications that should be added to these lists,
please let us know.

Cervical barriers bibliography

Female condom bibliography

Additional Resources

FC2 has created another useful online repository of published research on female condoms.
Check out their research database where you can search for articles by topic, author, or
publication date!

In November 2016, UNFPA, WHO, USAID, and IPPF convened a three-day meeting, The Global
Consultation on Personal Lubricants. Attended by more than 80 participants from research,
manufacturing, and advocacy sectors, the meeting provided an opportunity for multi-sector
engagement around producing safe, effective, and affordable personal lubricants. A summary of
the meeting outcomes, including three action plans developed to guide future work by
researchers, manufacturers, and civil society members can be found here.
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